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Autumn 2020- Returning to school – New beginnings and Being Happy 

	English & Sensory stories
	Students will have daily opportunities to engage in reading and writing activities through use of their individualised TEACCH trays. They will have activities in the trays which are linked to other areas of learning for example reading names of people in their class, matching salad images to symbols or words, sequencing instructions for making biscuits or learning signs for animals involved in the sensory stories. 
Each week they will engage in a sensory story session which is an adaptation from the story Big rain coming, they will learn signs and words for different types of weather and also learn the signs and names for Australian animals. They will explore the theme through use of equipment such as spray bottles for rain, heat pads for the sun, through using instruments and through dance and responding to music. 
Communication is a key part of all of our practise and throughout the day activities are supported by use of a range of communication support aids such as PECS, symbols, communication books and Makaton sign.

	Maths 
	Each day the students have the opportunity to work on tasks in their individual task TEACCH trays. The tasks are set according to the pupil’s level of learning and will focus on the mathematical areas of shape, measures, sorting and pattern. The pupils will be given practical resources as well as opportunities to work in their Maths work books. 
We have a focused Maths session each week whereby the pupils engage in number and counting activities, this will include individual tasks and also taking part in mathematical games which promote counting or 1-1 correspondence such as Skittles, Tin Can Alley or Connect 4. 
Mathematical opportunities will be offered across range of lessons and counting, shape and size will be included within music, fitness and food technology. 

	PSHE & Wellbeing 
	The pupils have a timetabled PSHE session each week. We are focusing on All about me and returning to school, we will be familiarising the students with class changes and routine changes within school. Handwashing will take part at set times throughout the day as part of their health care routine. We will be identifying things that the students like and don’t like in terms of activities, people and food. Some students will record using photographs, drawings or symbols and some will record by showing us their response to different stimuli. Our theme is Being kind and we will be making cards for our friends, thinking about working with our friends and being helpful
Each day the students have a mindfulness session in which we have quiet time and relaxing music and follow simple movement routines and stretches. Where relevant the students will have the opportunity to express how they are feeling each day at school. 

	Food Technology

	Pasta Salad & Biscuits
Students will take part in 2 food technology lessons each week. This half term they will be making pasta salad and biscuits. The students will practise all the skill involved with making the foods, such as tasting, choosing, mixing and cutting. They will be introduced to a range of different salad and vegetables for use in pasta salad and they will learn both the names and the signs for these. Within biscuit making students will have a focus on Maths and will engage in learning related to shapes, size and counting. 
Students will use PECS, symbols and vocabulary to request items depending upon their need.  They will be encouraged to link symbols or words together to make requests and some will use full sentences. 

	Art

	Students will work on creating their own instruments to support the sensory story, they will prepare and decorate these and will select resources required to make the instruments as well as choose designs they would like to use. They will make shakers, didgeridoos and drums and use these within their story session. 
We will also be exploring the theme of Bee’s for the Be happy theme within PSHE and the students will be printing using stencils and creating cards, pictures and place mats using the Bee theme. 

	Music 

	The pupils will learn the names and signs of a range of instruments and use these to create sounds to support the sensory story. The instruments will be played alongside the story and include rainmaker, maracas, drum and xylophone. They will practise playing the instruments at different volumes, speeds and try to copy a simple rhythm. 
They will also have the opportunity to take part in a drumming session each week, these sessions will support PSHE and who is in my class as well as Maths and counting numbers of beats. 

	Movement & Fitness 

	Students are offered daily movement activities. Upon arrival to school they engage in a sensory circuit within the hall and can access equipment such as rowing machine, gym ball and small trampoline. For some students the movement involves accessing the outdoor space and they may engage in walking, running or using a scooter. 
Where relevant the students will join in with fitness sessions with other students in their bubble and some will go to weekly dance sessions and others will carry out class yoga and cricket sessions. 

	Relaxation and therapies 
	Students will be given a weekly therapy session within the classroom. They will have the opportunity to make choices and select resources which support with relaxation such as foot spa or use of massage rollers. We have a trained reflexologist within the class who will work 1-1 with students on hand massage if they choose. 




